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As set forth in greater detail in Section [V.A.3.b, before the initial receipt by FBI
Headquarters of information from Australia on July 28, 2016 concerning comments reportedly
made in a tavern on May 6, 2016 by George Papadopoulos, an unpaid foreign pelicy advisor to
the Trump campaign, the government possessed no verified intelligence reflecting that Trump or
the Trump campaign was involved in a conspiracy or collaborative relationship with officials of
the Russian government.?! Indeed, based on the evidence gathered in the multiple exhaustive
and costly federal investigations of these matters, including the instant investigation, neither U.S.
law enforcement nor the Intelligence Community appears to have possessed any actual evidence
of collusion in their holdings at the commencement of the Crossfire Hurricane investigation.

20 See The Attorney General’s Guidelines for FBI Domestic Operations § 1.C.2 (Sept. 29, 2008)
(hereinafter “AGG-Dom™); FBl, Domestic Investigations and Operations Guide § 4.4 (Mar. 3,
2016) (hereinafter *DIOG™).

2! See infra § IV.A.3.b.

also interesting: search the document for "Corney" instead of "Comey"


https://www.justice.gov/storage/durhamreport.pdf
https://wiki.emy.plus/uploads/images/gallery/2023-07/ZRVgrafik.png

Lisa Page & Peter Strzok

https://www.justice.gov/storage/durhamreport.pdf#page=56&zoom=auto,-249,749

investigation of Trump. For example, Peter Strzok '* and Lisa Page'® were directly
involved in matters relating to the opening of Crossfire Hurricane. Strzok was the Agent
who both wrote and approved the electronic communication opening the matter from the
very start as a full investigation rather than an assessment or preliminary investigation. At
the time, Page was serving as Deputy Director Andrew McCabe’s Special Assistant, and,
according to Strzok, it was McCabe who directed that the Crossfire Hurricane investigation
be “opened immediately™ after information described more fully below was received from
Australian authorities in late July 2016.'"' Over a period of months prior to the opening of
Crossfire Hurricane, Strzok and Page had exchanged numerous messages, which are already
in the public domain and express a very clear prejudice against Trump. For example:

August 16, 2015:

Strzok: [Bernie Sanders is] an idiot like Trump.'?

December 20, 2015 (After exchanging an article about Trump):

Page: What an utter idiot.
Strzok: No doubt.'?

March 3, 2016:

Page: God [T]rump is a loathsome human.

Strzok: Yet he may win [the Republican nomination]. Good for
Hillary.

Page: [t is.

Strzok: Would he be a worse president than [C]ruz?

Page: Trump? Yes, I think so.

Strzok: [’'m not sure. Omg [Trump’s] an idiot.

Page: He’s awful.

Strzok: America will get what the voting public deserves.

Page: That’s what I'm afraid of.


https://www.justice.gov/storage/durhamreport.pdf#page=56&zoom=auto,-249,749
https://wiki.emy.plus/uploads/images/gallery/2023-08/nVbgrafik.png

Strzok:
May 3. 2016:
Page:

Strzok:
Page:
Strzok:

Page:

God, Hillary should win 100,000,000 — 0.'%

And holy [expletive] Cruz just dropped out of the race. It's
going to be a Clinton Trump race. Unbelievable.

You heard that right my friend.
[ saw [T]rump won, figured it would be a bit. Now the pressure

really starts to finish [the Clinton email investigation] . . .
It sure does.'”

July 18, 2016 (During the Republican National Convention):

Strzok:

Page:
July 19, 2016:

Strzok:
Page:

July 21, 2016:

Strzok:

July 27, 2016:

Page:

Strzok:

Oooh, TURN IT ON, TURN IT ON!!! THE DOUCHE BAGS
ARE ABOUT TO COME OUT. You can tell by the excitable

clapping.
And wow, Donald Trump 1s an enormous d*uche.

Hi. How was Trump, other than a douche?

Trump barely spoke, but the first thing out of his mouth was
“we’re going to win soooo big.” The whole thing is like living
in a bad dream.'?®

Trump is a disaster. [ have no idea how destabilizing his
Presidency would be. '

Have we opened on him yet? Trump & Putin. Yes, [t's Really
a Thing http://talkingpointsmemo.com/edblog/trumpputin-yes-
it-s-really-a-thing

Opened on Trump? If Hillary did, you know 5 field offices

would . .. %8
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(As discussed more fully below, the next day, July 28, 2016, FBI Headquarters received the
Australian information that formed the basis for the opening of Crossfire Hurricane. On
Sunday, July 31, 2016, Strzok, as he has written he was directed to do by McCabe,
immediately opened Crossfire Hurricane. He both drafted and approved (with the
authorization of Assistant Director Priestap) the Crossfire Hurricane opening
communication.)'%

August 8. 2016:

Page: [Trump’s] not going to become president, right? Right?!
Strzok: No. No, he’s not. We’ll stop it.2

Similarly, and as discussed in more detail below, FBI OGC attorney Kevin Clinesmith made
troubling statements demonstrating a blatant political bias against Trump. Clinesmith, who
played a central role in the Page FISA process, on the day after Trump’s election as
President, stated to fellow FBI personnel, among other things, “viva le resistance,™*"!
obvious reference to those individuals opposed to Trump.

an

Although those involved in opening the Crossfire Hurricane investigation denied that
bias against Trump was a factor in opening the investigation,”®* the communications quoted

Previously released here: https://www.justice.gov/file/1071991/download#page=425&zoom=auto,-
190,210
see also: https://wiki.emy.plus/books/oig-reports/page/2016

Their talking points to destroy Trump:
https://web.archive.org/web/20160724133355/https://talkingpointsmemo.com/edblog/trump-putin-

yes-it-s-really-a-thing

Really bad formatting in the report (links, etc.)
Text messages can be found here:

https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/lync_text messages_of peter strzok from 2-13-
16 to 12-6-17.pdf
talkingpointsmemo.com here:

https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/lync_text_messages_of peter_strzok_from_2-13-

16 to 12-6-17.pdf#page=21&zoom=200,-41,756
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